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KEY FEATURES
• Self-service visualization and navigation of key data 

governance constructs, including on-demand “mind 
mapping” that shows metadata and governance 
relationships

• Real-time data impact analysis to manage the risk and 
scope of changes to the data landscape

• Data lineage analysis for business terms, data elements 
and physical data sources

• Integrations with enterprise modeling and data cataloging 
solutions for data governance in context

• Automated integration with the larger data governance 
ecosystem of people, processes and technologies

• Streamlined workflows, including notifications and 
compelling dashboards and for on-demand visualizations

KEY BENEFITS/RESULTS
• Provides visibility and governance for any data, 

anywhere (Any2)

• Enables enterprise data governance collaboration 
and organizational empowerment

• Identifies data connectivity, implications and impacts 
across the enterprise to better manage change

• Creates an integrated ecosystem of people, 
processes and technologies that manage and protect 
data

• Breaks down business and IT silos for visibility across 
all domains

• Helps mitigate a wide range of risks to provide 
regulatory peace of mind

• Breaks down silos between disconnected systems, 
spreadsheets, reporting and intelligence to enhance 
stakeholder understanding and trust in data to drive 
actionable insights

SOLUTION OVERVIEW
erwin DL lets stakeholders view data assets in context through the following key features:

AT A GLANCE

erwin DL enables data stakeholders to view data relevant to their roles and understand it within a business context. Then they 
can produce accurate, actionable insights and collaborate across the enterprise to enact them for the desired outcomes – from 
regulatory compliance to revenue growth. Comprised of the erwin Business Glossary Manager and the erwin Business User Portal, 
the erwin DL software suite ensures your company is fluent in the language of data. When combined with erwin Data Catalog (DC), 
stakeholders have an integrated and contextual view of the semantic, business and technical aspects of the entire data landscape.

• Policy management — Author, maintain and publish 
information policies, combined with roles and 
responsibilities, to reuse across the enterprise data 
landscape to inform business and technical stakeholders, 
improving compliance.

• Rule management — Reduce risk and understand the 
impact of change by defining rules for the creation, use 
and management of terms, in business language, to ensure 
regulatory compliance.

• Sensitive data discovery — Identify and document 
sensitive data elements to accelerate compliance efforts 
and reduce data-related risks.

• Integration with erwin Data DC — Automate the creation 
and maintenance of a detailed metadata landscape to 
underpin data governance with accurate, up-to-date 
business and technical metadata.

• On-demand mind mapping — Provide a one-click view of 
data elements and their relationships to physical, logical 
and governance metadata.

• Intuitive web interface for access from anywhere — 
A web-based user interface provides broad access 
to approved organizational information. It enables 
distributed organizations to easily collaborate for 
improved information quality, compliance and 
change management with lower risk and greater 
agility.

• Business glossary — Build glossaries of terms 
in taxonomies with synonyms, acronyms and 
relationships to describe the organization’s data 
assets. Publish approved standards for these 
terms to the wider organization to improve clarity/
precision of language. Also prioritize terms, flagging 
information regarding regulatory requirements.

• Data stewardship and data ownership — Assign 
data stewards to manage the definition and 
approval process for terms, and assign data owners 
and subject-matter experts to approve definition of 
standards for terms.
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• Data impact analysis — See real-time impact diagrams 
that link core data elements to the business glossary, 
the databases that store them, the processes that 
leverage and transform them, the applications that 
access and manipulate them and beyond. Then analyze, 
understand and plan for changes to the data landscape.

• Data lineage — Understand, harvest and document  
the origin and journey of data across the enterprise to 
answer regulatory and quality questions by building 
lineage maps. View them column by column or field by 
field.

CRITICAL DIFFERENTIATORS
• Business glossary — Build glossaries of terms in 

taxonomies with synonyms, acronyms and relationships 
to describe the organization’s data assets. Publish 
approved standards for these terms to the wider 
organization to improve clarity/precision of language. 
Also prioritize terms, flagging information regarding 
regulatory requirements.

• Role-based, self-service — The user experience is 
highly configurable, with roles created and changed 
to suit the needs and processes of your organization. 
Self-service access with flexible search mechanisms 
make it easy to find data assets and understand them 
in a business context for faster analysis and decision-
making.     

• Intelligent data lineage and impact analysis — 
Understand, harvest and document the origin of data in 
BI reports and the data warehouse with lineage reports. 
See real-time impact diagrams linking core data 
elements to the business glossary and databases that 
store them, processes that use and transform them, 
and applications that access and manipulate them to 
better plan and manage change.

• Enterprise collaboration and empowerment — Break 
down IT and business silos to provide broad access 
to approved organizational information. Distributed 
organizations can collaborate more easily for 
improved information quality, compliance and change 
management with reduced risk and greater agility.

• erwin DC integration — erwin DL integrates with 
the erwin DC for automated enterprise metadata 
management, data mapping,, code generation, data 
quality and data lineage. By combining our data literacy 
and data cataloging capabilities, you increase data 
intelligence to make all employees who work with 
data more efficient, effective and collaborative. Even 
small changes in these areas can improve productivity, 
analytics and business outcomes, according to IDC. 

• Self-service data discovery — Business users can 
request data through a self-service portal, using 
business glossaries to formulate a data set with usage 
and approval information.

• Licensing and deployment — On-premise and hosted 
deployment options are available with easy SAML 2.0 
integration.

As the data governance company, erwin provides enterprise modeling, data cataloging and data literacy software to help customers discover, 
understand, govern and socialize their data to mitigate risks and realize results. The erwin EDGE platform facilitates IT and business collaboration 
in driving actionable insights, agile innovation, risk management and business transformation. We help government agencies, financial institutions, 
healthcare companies and other enterprises around the world unlock their potential by maximizing the security, quality and value of their data assets.  

For more information, please visit www.erwin.com.
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erwin DL provides a business glossary, complete with policy and rules management, and 
configurable workflows that enable data governance practitioners and stakeholders to  

collaboratively define and publish business data terminology and categorization. 


